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TI1ford Tonpazx.
Traopdsy Aimat the T2ih TO4Z, T'm amiony 48nd. 02, Topoet Its
time 28582 bovre. This S5 2 23dnd tein o TEely. Zxeent o « 4
1ittle 2ok vhich wes red hot oh eorvessineg the Franeh gosei the trip

has been very ~uite, Tt won't e lone hefore ve zre lookineg dorm on
1
n Besutirtul =icht, the Alne, vhen T rell out"shat is wreng with the

encines, I have no wower beek here?", (T'm »enr rurner, } For no
e

arnarent renson our to nort eneines of our Loneester ore onioof

petion, heicht IT00 fect, we are falling foet.  Within gaconds our

B anrs ane prened and hopnz oopr srfelr, e meined - 1ittle
TEn : 4! [ =il 3

heisht but zoeon lost that, we were returpnis to base. After shout a

quater of sn hours strapgle our ahilpper gxid "“Sorry chape, Juet

can"t keep the crate up, prepare to ehondon shin." Ou» novigator

Yoy

named a rer;’ér. waus . then eceme the order. Absndon Shin. I waved myr

hend and out jummed one gummer, &5 I was prepering to lezve I
paported to the skipper, "Eric amey I am juzt going, Good Luck," 1
sat; on edge of step, rip cord in hond, heart in mouth, (I hsd never
mede & jump before) head down end swey I went. We were below the
g=fe height for our tyne of parachuies o onerate proverly. It
seomed hours before ry chute enened but vhat e relief when it &34,
T laughed to myself. To need to return this chute for not opening.
Omes broin sets very strongly at times like these. 'het am I Deing

1owewed to? Torpet thet snd I think of my rost life in the 2.A Re

e
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After o rough six-wecks training T was sent to Southampton on
pallons. We were in a park en tor of a hilll. One Szaturdsy afterncon
I was on fuard, the arny lsde had just started a soccer moteh, vhen
without any warning down showered the borbs. Lucky for me most
ghrapnel stuck into the side of the hill. Ifell to thes pround with
ghrapnel fa2l1ling all sround me. I nhoned E,0, but ther 4id not bililEve
me, ebout Tive mimntes later mony offieers wewrs on the enct, laugh, I
Torget I had a rifle on m:,r shoulder and ealuted by raleing oy hand to

THIRR - AcHTHE
my ¢2n. You should have seen his face,. About Eix—:.";&c;" leter I was

on ry way to Scotlend, ¥mes doy ve hed p Turkey dinner, sfter dinner

we alept it off, a2t IToo hours a veoice pips up. "Cold turkeyefor the
first few," o mod dach for tea where we Ffind bread and cheese, We
nearly killed the lad, At my Q.T.U. we were photo borbing near
Bristel when Jerrie decided to meke a reid. It zeemed 211 the guns
wera aimed af us, we soon mede off, My fivegt sztation vas egulpped
with Bterlings, new t? me. On lending after my Yirat trip I opened

the door and plsced the ladder out, before I eould tighten it down

P.0. Smith decided to get out; he did flat on his face. On & training
trip over the wash we were doing drouge firing, the rear gunner at this
time was the front gunner, he was hoving trouble with the guns, when
euddenly there was bags of exeltement, I wegsn't plugped in =o didn't
¥now what wos going on, When the inetructer tapned me on the shoulder
and pointed to the starboerd side, I got up and looked out there was

2 D0.IT bomber with all pune hlezing. The poor shivper didn't ‘k.nra:.'r
what vwas hapvening as the gunner was giving him just the opposite
directions. We were lucky, I wae the only one hit & chunk of shrapenal

in my boot., One dsy we wvere going dovn to the sports ground when one



(3) of the ladsz locked up and saild, "What are they,™ deeyr-wess Spits

u WO THEY WERE ICF-BEe pol}
Blemheim and Hellingtonaf Jerrie kites Im all belonging to the R.ALF.
On my firet op. we were after the Bismark. On board we had a naval
officer, In the Bay of Biecay we came across a big fleet, one of the boys
gaid,"Iet them have 1t." The naval officer nearly done his nut, it was
g neutral rleet on exercises. On a trip to the Bhur we ran into a
thunderstorm, what an experience that was, one didn't ¥moy what wma!
hepoening. The weather was one of our bigpest enemies, On three trips
we only had ten mimites flying time left, we were lucky, we mede 1t
meny lads didn't. On one trip we hod eloud up to IZ00 feet but when
we got to the target it Waa_clear. This was once the ke met bfré didn't
boob. I saw my mate sghot down over the drome oh there last tr%p before
their rest peirog. In the esrly days we had to fly for sbout half an
hour through enemy eearch lighte, this was a terrifying experience. Om
my thirteenth OP. we fell into a fighter tiais?:: fff; fﬁ ;hor.ie, without
any warning up came a Master besm, bang on usy we were blinded. I put
my night glasses dowvn tHen up, they were hopeless, all I could see was
lights, next two flicks, I whipped ny pguns inteo that area, just then
bulletts whizzed past my ears eingeing the leather on my helmet snd
jamm;ng my turret, by this time the skipper had the noze doyvm to make
epeed for home. On a trip over Willisms Haven we had two F.W.IS0's )
following us in, the engineer an ex-gunner said "Let me do the ccntrolling"r'
just when they were about to make the kill we turned intoe them. It was [
a laugh to see them pass us. The flack was & pretty thing to see
struggling up to us, November the Cirth had nothing on Jerries flack.
We uze to test our gunc over the North sea, unknown to us our skipper
had left the second piolet in charge while he went to the W.C. We esked

if we moy teet our guns, on opening up the skiﬁper rips up, "Yhats
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going on?™ in the excitement hise shirttail dropped into the

disenfectant, did we laugh. On my leset Italisn target we saw o bonber

get g direct hit and bBlow up, we followed unkowm to us with our bomb
bay in flames. The wirelees operator had reported to the shipper of a
strong smell of smoke. “Rag_up its the flack," siid the skipper. Our

engineer locking through inspection hole shouts "Our bomb bay &= is

é
alight, "

As we were over target we let our bombz go, luck was with us,
they all left the racksa, The second riolet shouts, "Hone Jemes,"
Another safe jﬂurney.1iﬂack to earth on Fridey the I3th August I945, e
where I £ind I have landed safely in a tree, it was pitch dark. T

relesed my parachute and decided to drop, how far was 1t? I hat no idea

but luck was with me, it wae only a few inches to the ground. Ileft this

spot very guick. After walking all night I eame to 2 village and mode

my way to the church to find out where T was, but I was spotted before

1 got there. & farmer asked me in for breaklfast, coffeeg and dry bread

very sccepisble. The fgrmers wife wanted to sell me to the Jerries.
% (I understend a little french) The farmer showed me on my mep where

I was &nd I mede a guick sxit, I plammed aten day trip to Switzerland.

At I000 hours I heard that Jerrie had got three of the boys. After a
full days walking I come to a big town, as it wae stil)l light I decided
to sleep ti1l dark. I went through about 2IZ0# hours. A group of

youthe followed me out of the town, one threw me a crust of bresd, it

wasn't long before more food was coming my way with o note from cne of
the bayh funte, "God bless you my lad, I will oray for you this night."
They told me my mates were in the local hospitsl with leg injuries.
They gave me a lot of information and then left. Walking on in the
rain the bushes seem alive, I discover it is only cattle them a figure

appears, it is a farmer, he just said bonjour end I passed on. Passlng
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a small village in the morning pecple gaped at me with open
mouths and eyes popping. My main trouble was lack of water. After

thirty=gix hours I wes picked up and handed to the underground. They

told me Jerrie woe after me but instead of the dogs following me 1t

geemed I was following them. My first meal was smashing, but a nice

E2ft wash and a shave wasz egually enjoyable, then a nice soft bed and

‘ i
f=l=g~g=p, Within a day I was on my woy. Later I heared the four peonle

whoe helped me were interned., Then I was teken to & hideout which was
kept = great secret, not even the head of the movement in thatEe area knew. 4

didn'T
A mald who eame in for six hours a dayjeven knew I was there, she was

expecting a baby by & Jerrie, 1 3 stayed here for many monthess Ky

window looked on to a eollsborators garden. PBI wos told some horryfing

egtories of torture to young and old. At noon one day Jerrie sealed off

the village, I thought he wes looking for me btut no, one of Jerries

spies living with the underground had been shot by = cebinet maker it

was he they were arter._ He got away bBut only Jjust in time. Next d&sy

he was able to clear the exploaives from his hotel. While the Jerpries

were moving troops to the coast T made my get sway. On the ssme train

gitting opposite me was a Germen Officer, we faced esach other for aix

hours, = person i n the same compartment asked me gwhat station we were
I

at, ignoring the voice I left-the compartment. While in & restaurant .

i
I slmost geve the geme away by eating with my knife end fork. Walking !

along a river bank I fell over & Jerries legse, he was sprawled out on
the grass with & girl. We were following a guide in a busy Ehﬂp_uj.ng-

center, che was only five feet tall, in the ecrowed we lost her but she

goon found us. I was in a clothing shop being fitted for a Jacket when

in walked Jerrie, another nesr miss. On the train I rabbed shoulders

with many of them. Four of us were in & luggapge van for two hours with



&) two German Alr Force Officers, what o quite trip that was. After
twenty-aix hours walking we came o a spot where we résted. 1 hended
out wakie-wakie tabkets, which I hod saved for such an emergency. These
tablets had the reverse affect on one chap who went into 2 deep sleep
and snored loudly. On starting off we spotted Jerries just sbove us, we
made a dash for cover snd down the cpposite slope of the mountain. On
evossing a ewellen river we all stumbled, I thought ny mate was gnif:f,
to dvown, in the struggle to save him I ruptured myeelf and lost my
ghoes, which had ble¢n tied {:ngethao and slung round my neek. For three
heurs I walked in stocking Teet. _Ifl.ir_ feet are still scared. (on arriving
heme my three year £z old son seeing my feet exelaimed "Daddy has
worn his feet out.” We finally reached England after a month *of hard
travelling and narrowing escapes. :

I heve been unzble to mention nsmes and places &8 I mst prntaét
the mzny people who have helped me end to whom I owe 20 mache

My wife had been planning s treat for me, iT ard when I comef
home, what a laugh this turned out to be. We went to see, For Whom

The Bell Tolls. I relived all my escape.
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